
Call Me Stupid 
So, I did it. When I tell you what I did you are 
going think I am crazy. Don’t judge me, it 
could happen to you. Ready for it? I left my 
Prius running all night in the driveway under 
the carport. How did it happen? The short 
answer is I was distracted.  
  
A plumber was woking in my yard with a 
backhoe digging up a leaking water main, 
which led me to park my car in a different 
location than normal. This little change to 
my normal routine was all it took. I am still 
trying to get used to a hybrid electric 
engine. When the radio is off and the air/
heater are off, there is no sound inside the car at all. I’m still accustomed to hearing a 
gasoline engine idling under the hood. 
  
I guess it is harmless letting it sit in my driveway running all night. Of course, anyone 
could have stepped in and driven it away while I slept, but that didn’t happen. Other 
than burning a little gasoline periodically through the night when the gas engine 
kicked on to recharge the battery, no harm, no foul; just a really stupid feeling.  
  
On the same day of my “stupid human trick” with the Prius, I read the Bible passage 
about Jesus’ parents accidentally leaving him behind in Jerusalem for three days. Here 
is how it happened according to Luke 2:41-47: 

“Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem  for the Passover festival. When Jesus was 
twelve years old, they attended the festival as usual. After the celebration was over, they 
started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss 
him at first, because they assumed he was among the other travelers. But when he didn’t 
show up that evening, they started looking for him among their relatives and friends.  
  
When they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him there. Three 
days later they finally discovered him in the temple, sitting among the religious 
teachers, listening to them and asking questions. All who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and answers.”    

To be honest my initial thought was, “How could anyone lose Jesus?” Then I reflected on my own absentmindedness, leaving my 
car running all night. The truth about all of us is that we’re just people. Nobody gets it right all the time, not even Jesus’ earthly 
parents. Next time you pull a real boneheaded move like I did, try not to be too tough on yourself. 
  
Maybe by this time, after a year of isolation, quarantines and stay-at-home education, some dumb things have happened with 
family, kids or grandkids. What parent hasn’t felt distracted and frazzled this past year? Don’t be too hard on yourself, or on others; 
people are just people.   
  
Life comes at us fast and sometimes our mind loses track of the most important things. Like me forgetting to push the ‘off’ button 
on my hybrid car. People matter most, always. Give everyone a little grace; Jesus does. Mary, Jospeh, and Jesus all went home 
together learning from their experience. You can read the rest of it for yourself in Luke chapter 2. 

PS. Note to self — PUSH THE OFF BUTTON!
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