
First Word 
Recently, while walking down the 
sidewalk at The Square strip mall 
where Journey Church resides, I 
had a revelation of sorts. I was 
on my way to the community 
mail boxes a few stores down 
from Journey’s front door. As I 
was passing the Auto Zone, a 
customer heading inside for car 
parts said, “How are you doing?” 
I responded, “Great!” 

This is where I noticed something unusual about the effect my greeting had. This 
total stranger – who had appeared to be in a hurry just a few seconds ago – stopped 
to exchange some more words with me. He confirmed that he also felt it was a “great 
day to be alive.” It felt kind of weird at first that this person would want to have a 
follow-up to our brief, customary greeting. 

Later, after retrieving my mail and returning to my desk, I wondered what might have 
transpired if I had just ignored the stranger and moved on with my day? What if my 
first words to him had not been positive and enthusiastic? Would we have still have 
stopped briefly to exchange a longer greeting? Probably not. 

First words – like first impressions you get walking into a store or restaurant – set the 
tone for everything else that follows. When a conversation begins with negativity it 
will be nearly impossible to change the tone, direction, or outcome of the situation.   

We are growing more and more weary of the divisiveness in politics, media, and the 
world. Hardly anyone is able to persuade another person to reconsider or switch 
their position on just about any topic. We have become a culture more entrenched 
and less open to dialogue than ever. I find this true in nearly every way with most 
people. Why is this? Maybe we’ve all been burned the past and have become overly 
cautious. We are reluctant to put ourselves out there for fear of being judged or 
shamed by others. We have more tools than ever for communication but we’ve 
discovered the need to filter and screen almost every form of comment. We seem to 
be living much more on the defensive side in our modern world. 

During these tense pandemic times, what if we became just as concerned about our 
first words, as having the last word? Here’s a Bible verse I was reading today which 
sums it up for me: “Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will 
have the right response for everyone.” Colossians 4:6 NLT 

Small things make a big difference in 2020. I have decided to be more aware of my 
first word. Who is with me? We really are better together. 

Moving Forward. God is Good.

Things to Know: 

Join us this weekend as 
we continue our series 

Stay Positive! Our 
services will also be 

streaming this weekend 
on Facebook Live. 
Service times and 

Facebook Information 
are down below.  

Journey Community 
Christian Church 

Service Times: 
Saturday @ 6 PM 

Sunday @ 10:30 AM 

Journey Church  
Contact Info: 

1050 US 27 S STE 8 
Cynthiana, KY 41031 

859.235.8449 
journeychurchoffice@g

mail.com 
journeychurchsite.org 

Find us on Social 
Media! 

Facebook: 
Journey Church 

Cynthiana 

Like us on Facebook to 
be notified when we go 

LIVE! 

Instagram: 
@journeycynthiana 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2020Journey Enews 

mailto:journeychurchoffice@gmail.com
mailto:journeychurchoffice@gmail.com
http://journeychurchsite.org
mailto:journeychurchoffice@gmail.com
mailto:journeychurchoffice@gmail.com
http://journeychurchsite.org

	Journey Enews

