
Good Listener  
I’m ashamed to admit that as a career 
pastor/teacher, I sometimes do not practice 
great listening. It’s not intentional. I have 
read many times the biblical instruction, 
“Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow 
to get angry” James 1:19 NLT. I would just 
like to say if I’ve ever offended you or cut 
you off mid-sentence, I apologize. 

I know better; we all do. But the truth is, our 
mouth can get going before we even know 
it’s happening. I guess that’s why it is in the 
Bible as a word of caution. Whatever line of 
work you are in, I’m sure we are all tested 
with our words each day. Nobody gets this 
right all the time. We’re not Jesus.   

In my defense, as a public speaker who is 
expected to share words of wisdom and 
advice for the future, helpful words from 
God do also jump out of my mouth on occasion. That’s not an excuse, I know, for 
being insensitive when you had a question or a different perspective to share. 

Clearly, everyone who follows Jesus (pastors and teachers, too) should practice what 
Jesus did. He was a great listener as well as a great teacher. The ability to listen to 
someone’s story without interrupting truly is a skill. Jesus is the gold standard to 
follow. You might want to check out the lady who was seeking help from Him but was 
afraid she would be just another interruption (Mark 5:33 CEV). 

When we, or anyone, famous or not, leaves the impression that people are an 
interruption, we’ve stepped off the path we need to be following. This means that at 
times we put down the smart phone, close the laptop, turn off the TV, and give our 
eye contact to another human being. That’s who Jesus was, and that is who I want to 
be. With my family, strangers I meet, people in the office or a local coffee shop, or 
wherever I might be each day. Sadly, I admit I am still a work in progress. 

Maybe you are, also, and that’s OK. Nobody get’s it right all the time; we’re not Jesus. 
But we shouldn’t let that stop us from trying to improve. I’m not always being a better 
listener, but I want to be. I am determined in 2020 to continue saying, people are not 
an interruption. 

Let’s grow bigger ears this year! 

Moving Forward. 
God is Good. 

Things to Know: 
Tuesday Night Men’s 

Group will resume 
meeting Tuesday, 

January 28th @ The 
Burley Market & Cafe at 

5 PM. 

Join us this weekend as 
we wrap-up our  

series called “Little Big 
Words” 

Join us next weekend 
for a new series called 

“Together” 

Journey Community 
Christian Church 
Service Times: 

Saturday @ 6 PM 
Sunday @ 10:30 AM 

Journey Church Contact 
Info: 

1050 US 27 S STE 8 
Cynthiana, KY 41031 

849.235.8449 
journeychurchoffice@g

mail.com 
journeychurchsite.org 

Find us on Social 
Media! 

Facebook: 
Journey Church 

Cynthiana 

Instagram: 
@journeycynthiana 

Twitter: 
@JourneyCKY 
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