
Preferred Customer 
Have you noticed that Thanksgiving is a week later 
this year? It normally falls on the third Thursday of 
November. This year there are five weeks in 
November, however, which pushes Thanksgiving 
back to the fourth Thursday of the month.  

This also means that Black Friday is one week 
closer to Christmas this year. To counter the 
shortened holiday shopping season many retailers 
moved up the release of their Black Friday sales. To 
her surprise, Connie discovered some bargain 
shopping last weekend; deep discounts already 
available before Thanksgiving. 

Today, I went to the Journey mailbox and retrieved 
a catalogue touting Black Friday sales. The headline 
on the cover said, “Christmas 2019. PREFERRED CUSTOMER.” At first glance this made me feel 
special. As a “preferred customer”  I was the recipient of benefits and discounts that other, “regular 
customers,” weren’t receiving. 

I am like any other American consumer. I enjoy any perks or benefits that my loyal shopping 
might earn me. I carry around on my smart phone an app which tracks my coffee purchases and 
occasionally rewards me with free gifts. In my billfold I have a punch card that, after being 
punched ten times, entitles me to a free beverage of my choice.  

When making any purchase, large or small, it is wise to take advantage of any available benefits. If 
we were buying a new car or home, we would search online for the lowest interest rate possible, 
wouldn’t we? I’m grateful to be recognized as the sort of pre-qualified,   “preferred customer,” that 
banks, businesses, and retailers would open their doors too. 

I can only think of one exception to the special benefits for qualifying customers that trumps any 
Black Friday deal. The real gem in any season is that God, through His Son, Jesus, opens His door 
to everyone, equally and forever.  

Everyone on the planet is immediately a qualifying customer because of Jesus. Heaven is not 
about our credit rating or purchase history. Heaven is the one gift for which no one can ever earn 
enough points, or achieve enough status. Our position with God has been upgraded to first class 
because God’s grace covers our sin; all of it.        

Every human being is created in the image of God and has value. We receive notice each morning 
when we wake that special benefits are headed our way. God gives each of us what we truly need 
and not what we deserve or earn. His grace is extended beyond every shopping season, even 
beyond death itself.  

Don’t let anyone fool you. If you have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ you are a 
“preferred customer.” No matter the shamble of a house you dwell in, whatever clunker of a car 
you drive, God welcomes you to His table each day. You have automatic status.  

Welcome inside. 

Moving Forward. 
God is Good. 

Things to Know: 

Tuesday Night Men’s 
Group will resume 

Tuesday, November 
19th @ the Burley 
Market & Cafe in 

Cynthiana at 5 PM 

Join us this weekend 
as we continue our 
Thanksgiving series 

called “Legit” 

Journey Community 
Christian Church 
Service Times: 

Saturday @ 6 PM 
Sunday @ 10:30 AM 

Journey Church 
Contact Info: 

1050 US 27 S STE 8 
Cynthiana, KY 41031 

849.235.8449 
journeychurchoffice

@gmail.com 
journeychurchsite.org 

Find us on Social 
Media! 

Facebook: 
Journey Church 

Cynthiana 

Instagram: 
@journeycynthiana 

Twitter: 
@JourneyCKY 
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