
In Recovery 
Everyone I know is talking about 2020 
being possibly the craziest year ever. It 
certainly will go down in history as one 
with lots of firsts. A global pandemic 
has stretched our collective stamina for 
healthy practices for months now. I 
never imagined we’d be waiting this 
long for clear signs of progress toward 
recovery. Whatever your thoughts 
about the origins of the virus and our 
early response to it, at this stage 
everyone’s clearly ready for a new 
headline: “Our world is moving into recovery.” 

Because of my chosen career, I happen to have enormous amounts of experience with 
hospital waiting rooms. This year is my fortieth in full-time ministry with churches in Texas and 
Kentucky. Many of you who are reading this article have shared a wide range of medical 
moments with me over the decades. 

Pastoral ministry is often defined by those times spent in hospital waiting rooms. Through the 
years I have witnessed miraculous recoveries and tragic deaths. The one constant in each 
experience is waiting for the nurse or doctor to return to the waiting room with these words: 
“Your loved one is now in recovery, you can see them shortly.” What a relief when that door 
opens and we hear those comforting words. If you’ve ever been the recipient of bad news in 
this scenario, I’m sure you still can still recall the moment when it felt like time stood still and 
your world was turned upside down. 

We are all people; more alike than we realize. For months now our world has felt as though 
we’ve lost a loved one. Our ability to go about our days and interact with each other freely has 
been restricted, the treatment and outcomes often unclear. We’re hoping for a miracle cure 
but realize an eventual vaccine and a long, slow road to recovery is the most likely way 
forward. 

While we will get through this, the harsh reality that our world will never be completely cured 
through medicine and science alone is hard for many to accept. Once again, my career has 
taught me to believe that our world has an illness called sin (Genesis 3). This spiritual sickness 
that began with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden is now interwoven with all other human 
sickness that exists today (Romans 3:23, 6:23). 

The Good News of the Gospel, which I believe tells of the one and only cure for sin and 
sickness and death, is available to everyone (1 Corinthians 15; John 3:16). Heaven will be 
worth the wait. No more people in recovery, but fully recovered and healed instead. Every 
language, every skin color, every nationality all with a singular focus — worship of Jesus the 
Lamb of God (Revelation 5:9-10). 

That’s quite the picture to wrap our minds around in 2020. Until we get there, help others find 
hope through Jesus, hope of the world. If you have never gotten your Jesus story started, let 
me help. Let’s talk. We can Zoom or talk in person. Do you like coffee? My treat.   

Continue to encourage everyone, however you can, for as long as you can (Micah 6:8).  

Moving Forward. God is Good.

Things to Know: 

Join us this weekend as 
we continue our series 

Stay Positive! Our 
services will also be 

streaming this weekend 
on Facebook Live. 
Service times and 

Facebook Information 
are down below.  

Journey Community 
Christian Church 

Service Times: 
Saturday @ 6 PM 

Sunday @ 10:30 AM 

Journey Church  
Contact Info: 

1050 US 27 S STE 8 
Cynthiana, KY 41031 

859.235.8449 
journeychurchoffice@g

mail.com 
journeychurchsite.org 

Find us on Social 
Media! 

Facebook: 
Journey Church 

Cynthiana 

Like us on Facebook to 
be notified when we go 

LIVE! 

Instagram: 
@journeycynthiana 
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