
51 Days 
This morning as I came to the office the 
ground was still frozen from the night before. 
My car said it was 29 degrees and the forecast 
is for daytime highs in the 30s. Kentucky has 
had a wet but fairly mild winter again. So far 
this winter we’ve avoided any accumulation of 
snow. Even our number of nights in the single 
digit temperatures has decreased this year.   

I hope I am jinxing our streak. Many times I 
have been watching a basketball game when the announcer says, “This guy is hitting over 90% 
of his free throws.” And as the almost perfect shooter stepped to the line, guess what 
happened? Yep, he missed the free throw. 

Spring is supposed to arrive in only 51 more days. Believe it not, God is always at work on 
things even, when our world seems frozen over. The seasonal clocks are tick, tick, ticking while 
we work, eat, play, and sleep. Eventually the bright colored flowers of spring peek through the 
crusty, cold earth and announce fresh new life is on the way. 

Whomever is reading these words today, my desire is to encourage you. Maybe you have 
wondered if you will ever recover from a death or divorce. It could be that you have struggled 
with an illness or surgery much longer than you expected. If you are a parent and have been 
praying for your children and the breakthrough has not come, let me try to help. 

When Jesus was on Earth, His disciples constantly needed reassurance. They were just people 
like you and I. Many days, even in church work, people are left with more questions than 
answers. Read Matthew 13:3-9 NLT where Jesus warns His would-be followers that sowing 
Gospel seed for God, like farming, is risky business. Most of our effort (75%) will not produce 
any lasting fruit.   

Would you be willing to work for a person only promising a 25% return on your effort and 
time? You will if you follow Jesus as a disciple. Read Luke 9:23-24 NLT. Doing things God’s way 
is not easy; it it were everyone would do it. However, life with God is an investment that will 
pay off in the end. He will eventually bring His portion to the harvest. God is still working on 
the things that matter, even when we can’t see what He is doing. 

No one likes to struggle. However, here is a Biblical truth we all must hear clearly. Struggle is 
part of God’s plan for everyone. We do not enter or escape this world without struggle. No 
one would ever have children if they weren’t willing to go through the struggle of labor. It is 
the design of this world God has has created. Embrace struggle, don’t fear it. God promises to 
be with us through the struggle. Read Matthew 28:20b NLT.       

If you are especially weary for a season, Jesus offers some immediate relief. Read Matthew 
11:28-30 NLT. Remember though, this is not free tuition or a full-ride scholarship. We will grow 
most through struggle. It is the plan God has for all His creation. 

So hold on. In 51 days our world will look a lot better. We survive the brutal winter to grow, 
develop and make a fresh start each spring. Like the bright, colorful flower rising from the 
frozen ground of winter, we will rise again. Jesus says so.   

In 2020, let’s grow deeper. 

Moving Forward. God is Good.

Things to Know: 
Tuesday Night Men’s 

Group will resume 
meeting Tuesday, 

February 11th @ The 
Burley Market & Cafe at 

5 PM. 

Join us this weekend as 
we conclude the series 

“Together” 
Bryan Martinez will be 
speaking to wrap-up 

this series! 

Journey Community 
Christian Church 
Service Times: 

Saturday @ 6 PM 
Sunday @ 10:30 AM 

Journey Church Contact 
Info: 

1050 US 27 S STE 8 
Cynthiana, KY 41031 

849.235.8449 
journeychurchoffice@g

mail.com 
journeychurchsite.org 

Find us on Social 
Media! 

Facebook: 
Journey Church 

Cynthiana 

Instagram: 
@journeycynthiana 

Twitter: 
@JourneyCKY 
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