
Toolbox 
Each time I get my oil changed at an auto 
mechanic shop, I can’t help but marvel at the 
tools on display. They have big tools and little 
tools for every job. Unlike my little rusty 
toolbox with leftovers from the 1970 Sears 
automotive catalogue. Also, tools at an auto 
repair shop are normally neatly stored in 
special hangers on a wall, sturdy boxes with 
lids, and smoothly sliding trays. Nothing like 
the tools scattered around here and there on 
the floor of someone’s shed.   

If I had to, I could probably change a spark plug or air filter; no guarantees. I am not an 
experienced auto mechanic with modern tools. In a similar way, it feels like a lot of pastors 
have been thrust into roles of leadership without the tools or training needed to succeed. 
COVID-19 has temporarily ended the way church has been done for several decades. In order 
to survive, church leaders in some instances are having to try new things with unfamiliar tools.   

Social media platforms and teleconferencing software have become essential tools in our 
toolbox. We feel fortunate that at Journey Community Christian Church, as a church plant 
almost thirteen years ago, our plan has been to be a different kind of church in our community. 
When we launched we were still nameless and homeless for the first couple of years. We 
chose a temporary name (Portable Church) and met in multiple locations (county fair grounds 
building, Roh’s theater, and a high school auditorium). 

We are still quite nimble even after several years in our 6,000-square-foot location next to Auto 
Zone at The Square shopping center. We’ve made a ton of mistakes along the way; probably 
most of them were my own fault. I am surely not always right, but I am persistent. 

My unprofessional toolbox from the 70s reminds me of how dated things become in church 
leadership. Many of the strategic things we did for our mission of creating an irresistible 
passion for God and for people thirteen years ago will not be effective after COVID-19. Some 
of our early ideas have lost their effectiveness even before COVID-19. Church leaders at 
Journey are no different in many respects to small-business owners, restaurants, and hair 
salons currently grappling with the CDC’s guidelines. 

Everyone will have to lead and learn and lean in. God will, and is, helping us even now. 
Leaders like me, being asked to do more with less, might mistake finding traction with more 
people through digital services as a magic bullet for growth. Carey Nieuwhof asked in a recent 
survey, “In last 30 days how many times have you watched your church’s online service?” 
Surprisingly, 48% said, “Not at all.” And of those who did watch church online, 23% reported 
watching a different church online than the one they attended in person. 

This is not a ONE-answer solution for our world. We will need EVERYTHING in the toolbox to 
recover from COVID-19, plus all the other illnesses in the world before this pandemic 
appeared. This is an ALL HANDS ON DECK sort of moment for the entire world. Churches, 
governments, politicians, leaders, followers, cities, families, couples and singles, Americans 
and their global neighbors, will have to use everything good for one another. 

We are better together. I need your help. Journey needs your help. 
Let’s use a bigger toolbox. 

Moving Forward. God is Good.

Things to Know: 

Join us this weekend as 
we continue our series 

called “Merge”! Our 
services will also be 

streaming this weekend 
on Facebook Live. 
Service times and 

Facebook Information 
are down below.  

Journey Community 
Christian Church 

Service Times: 
Saturday @ 6 PM 

Sunday @ 10:30 AM 

Journey Church  
Contact Info: 

1050 US 27 S STE 8 
Cynthiana, KY 41031 

849.235.8449 
journeychurchoffice@g

mail.com 
journeychurchsite.org 

Find us on Social 
Media! 

Facebook: 
Journey Church 

Cynthiana 

Like us on Facebook to 
be notified when we go 

LIVE! 

Instagram: 
@journeycynthiana 

Twitter: 
@JourneyCKY 
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