
 Be Nicer 
There are better ways to disagree than just 
being angry. Global conflicts between 
nations and factions are on display each 
day. What we observe online and on TV is 
normally brutal and deadly. 

I can’t remember the last time I saw a civil 
disagreement on the news. We just don’t 
disagree very well these days. People give 
little consideration to other viewpoints, 
even in a democratic society. A level of 
inflexibility that one might expect in places 
like China or North Korea now seems to be 
found almost everywhere.  

I have about 40 years of full-time ministry experiences under my belt. The families and 
friends I speak with in 2019 are disputing more often about more things and staying upset 
longer than ever before. We seem to hold our grudges longer and with more bitterness than 
in the past. Why is that?  

You may have your own ideas about this, but here are a couple of my thoughts on the 
matter. One factor may be quite simple. People are complex and the world is more full now 
than ever before. Eight billion people on the Earth is unprecedented. The world is not getting 
bigger, it is shrinking. It’s harder to get away from your neighbor’s barking dog or loud music 
and just relax. There are more houses in smaller spaces, leaving us less and less open space in 
which to retreat.  

What if we’re beginning to feel crowded, pressured and at times threatened by our close 
proximity in apartments, subways, sidewalks, stadiums, theaters and even megachurches? 
None of those things are inherently bad, they just might add to the tightness we feel in every 
parking space we are trying to squeeze our cars into these days.           

I think another factor might be that our emotions are constantly being blasted with 
negativity. It’s hard to empty the tank and purge bad feelings when almost every media 
outlet is constantly piling on the day’s worst news. No wonder people are lining up to buy a 
ticket to Mars. 

People really are complex. That’s why Jesus came. Nobody gets it right all the time. We do 
need help and there is a better way. Jesus is the Way to a better world and a better version of 
ourselves. I know that sounds old fashioned but it is the real Truth.  

We cannot fix ourselves or the world; we’ve tried and failed for centuries. Even on Mars we’re 
going to struggle with the same issues of the heart (Genesis 6:5; Jeremiah 17:9). We’re not 
nicer for very long without Jesus’ help. More Jesus. Less heated arguments in the world (Mark 
12:30-31).  

Love God. Love people. Be nicer. 

Moving Forward. 
God is Good. 

Things to Know: 

Tuesday Night Men’s 
Group will resume 
Tuesday, October 
29th @ the Burley 
Market & Cafe in 

Cynthiana at 5 PM 

Join us this weekend 
as we continue our 

series “Love & Hate” 

Journey Community 
Christian Church 
Service Times: 

Saturday @ 6 PM 
Sunday @ 10:30 AM 

Journey Church 
Contact Info: 

1050 US 27 S STE 8 
Cynthiana, KY 41031 

849.235.8449 
journeychurchoffice

@gmail.com 
journeychurchsite.org 

Find us on Social 
Media! 

Facebook: 
Journey Church 

Cynthiana 

Instagram: 
@journeycynthiana 

Twitter: 
@JourneyCKY 
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